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15" September 2009

Dear Parent/Carer

I am pleased to report that the new school year has started extremely well. Our new Year 7 students
seem to have settled in very quickly indeed, and following their excellent examination successes, 110
Year 11 students have returned to join Year 12, taking the total number of students studying in our
Sixth Form to 190. Thank you for your support in ensuring that your child started the new school
year in the correct school uniform and appropriately equipped for learning as this really does help to
establish a strong and very positive learning environment.

If your child travels to school using the Council’s bus services, then you may have received reports
that some of the newly appointed contractors are not yet achieving the level of punctuality we expect
and that, whilst all of the buses meet legal requirements, some are not fitted with seat belts. During
the last few years, we have worked in partnership with the County Council Transport department to
raise the standard of home to school transport to a very high level and we are working closely with
the new contractors to ensure that they achieve the same high standards.

This year, our annual Open Day takes place on Thursday, 24" September. During the school day, we
will be providing guided tours of the school, which can be booked by telephone. The school is also
open from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m. when there is a presentation about the school in the main hall followed
by an opportunity to tour the school and see a wide range of activities arranged by subject teachers
and students. Open Evening is always a very busy time with staff and student helpers not leaving
school until late in the evening and it is always quite a challenge to get the school ready for the start
of the next day. Therefore, this year governors have agreed that we trial a slightly later start for
students on the following morning, Friday 25™ September. Students should arrive at school ready to
attend morning registration at 9.55 a.m. which will last for 10 minutes and the day will then start with
lesson 2 at 10.05 a.m. Arrangements have been made for the school buses to operate slightly later on
that morning and students will be picked up from their usual bus stop one hour later than normal.
Students who use Yellow bus No. 4 should note that on this occasion it will be operated by Ladyline
Coaches. Staff will be using the first hour to prepare for normal lessons and at the same time will
raise money for charity by participating in the ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ to support the
Macmillan Cancer Care Trust.

Yours sincerely

R A ROBINSON
Headteacher

“An inclusive learning community encouraging excellence, respect and personal fulfilment”
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